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have a conference at our hotel, and I am to
be with them in this supreme and final
council."

" May 24.

"At last the main work of our committee
is done and the majority and minority reports
have brought the great judicial case before the
Assembly. Yesterday afternoon the reports
were brought in and read to the General As- *
sembly amid silence. The majority has gone
outside of the constitution in their eagerness
to punish Dr. Briggs, and our minority report
was adopted, not formally or openly, but, in-
ferentially by the course that the Moderator,
under counsel, laid out for the case. The read-
ing of the appeal, a clerical exercise that tried
the patience of a gathering boiling with agi-
tation, aside from the smothering heat of the
church, was the only step taken after the re-
port was heard. This afternoon at half-past
two, the case comes on with precedence over
all the other business until it is out of the way.
The sentiment is divided as to the hearing of
the case by the Assembly and reference to
the Synod. The latter I prefer, as do the
liberals, generally, and some of the moderate
conservatives.

" I have been appointed by the liberals one
of a (steering committee' of seven to arrange
and apportion the work on the floor of the
Assembly or elsewhere, so that my hands are
full and my head and heart as well. I can
scarcely believe that I am myself; I may feel
this the more after the trial when the liberalshem now, and yet I feel the in-suance of this ever-lipstifully
